
Recollections of the eleven Brothers. 

Some on -he shores of dirtant lands 

Their weary hearts have laid; 

And by the stranger's heedless hands 

Their lonely graves were r.atle. 

The dust of sore in Ii^ish e.rth; 

Amongst i-heir own they rest. 

And the Sfirr,e land that gav^ thcv birth 

H. s cau-ht Lhen. to lier b r e a s t . 



* Towards the end of tho 17th or or inninp of the 

18th century, Rdward Ryan removed frorr: the old ftvi ily 

residence of Ballycarron to one lately hullt on an 

adjoining i ortion of hlr property o iled Ballyriakill, 

v/here, not very Ion- after, he died, and was interred 

in the old far. ily bury in" lace of Eat he ore, where 

his tO' nstone still hears his m-.ve ioid the date of 

his death. He was succeeded by his son, Jhorras, 

who died at the corr.oaratlvcly early aae of orty-
4 

eight, leaving a widow, two rone, James ?nd Edward, 

and three daisghters, Monica, who died unrarrled, 

Cecilia, who was very beautiful, was married to -r. 

Byrne of ha-gard, C o . Dublin, imd t}:e other rroxried 

ilr. Cull en of kilyon, Co. death. Great Grandrrother 

to the Cullcns of 7ew;town, C o . llldfire. James 

(query thn eldest soni rried urld-et Barnwall, 

daughter of 'Robert Barnwall, Co. Meath. After his 

rarrlsge he ref idod at Rewcastle, also in the Co. 

Ik Meath. lie had five children, two daughters end 

three sons. Anne, tlio older, war married, to Randal 



Macr-onnell, rltli rhom she parsed ti e first years of 

};er married life in ..pain. After they returned to 

Ireland, and for nany succeeding years, her husband 

was the rince Merchant of Dublin, in which city he 

died Arril 1820, beloved and rc^S; ected by e l l . His 

v/ife had died three years before. They left several 

children. Two of ihcir sons were irarried - one to 

Miss Taaffe of Onsrn.ore Csstle, C o . Louth, tho other 

to tiles Butler of Dublin. Their tro daughters, 

Briu-et ;.,nd Bessie, iwerc married - Dritf-^et to hliip 

Lynch Athy of fcnvillc, C o . Calway, ;und Bessie to 

George Taaffe of Sr.amore Castle; both vere left 

tvidows. Bridget, the second daughter of Jiimes Kyan, 

was rrarried by Proxy to James O'Connor, sJi eminent 

Irish Merchant settled in Madrid. Although nev'r 

having seen each other until after their marriage, 

they were a very hapi y couple. During the troubles 

in Spain caused by the Peninsula ar she v/as obliged 

to fly for safety to Lrriand with her children, 

when peace was restored, si.e returned to Madrid where 

she remained until her husband's death, after which 
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she finally rrturncd to her native country, -here 

she died in the Spring of 1833. She had four sons, 

all of whom died unrxxrried; she had also two 

daughters, still livin-^, thr cider, Brld^^et, vidow 

of Sir Francis MfcDonnell of Dungierth, C o . Meath. 

Ihe younger, Mary, widow of Myles MacDonnell, son of 

tho before i;)entioned Randal MacDonnoll, her own ilrst 

cousin. The three sons of the said James Ryan were 

Xhomas, an eminent fhysiclan, who was rapidly rising 

to the top of his profession vhen he was i rembturely 

cut off by faver, caia-ht whilst attending a poor 

l-atient. Robert, the second son,went, when very 

youn^, to Spain • here he died at C. rtbagena. 

James, the third son, was t?ie only one who married. 

His vdfe, fame, wne daughter to Edward Rorke of 

fyrrelstowm. G o . Dublin, who died young leaving five 

children. He himself died suddenly in the year 102; 

at Renville, C o . Culway, the residence of his nalce, 

M r s . Athy. Thomas Ryan of Ballinfekill was 

succeeded by }ils son, Edward, who married the young 

and beautiful dau-hter of hilip O'Reilly of Coolacber 
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and Ballymor ris, C o . Lon~ford. Her mind was as 

noble and beautiful as her person - generous and 

hospitable to the poor as to the rich. She was 

worthy of being the wife of a : an like Edward Ryan, 

himself ei'inent for possoESin-' the highest arinciplee 

of reli-lon and honour. She was the mother of 

eleven sons, of whom any parent mi^ht feel proud. 

After several happy years of wedded life, her husband 

died of fe\'er which carried him off in a few days -

beloved and regretted by all who knew him; he was in 

full hejjlth on Xmas Day, and was buried on Twelfth 

Hay, At the time of his death lie was aned fifty-

five years. His wife was left a widov/ with thirteen 

children, being still in tho full rrlme of womanhood, 

for she was only c igliteen years, older than her eldest 

son, Thomas, who, youn- as he was at the tisre of his 

father's d'ath, was ever after a jrotcctor to his 

mot her and hi c ounmer brot h ere an d sisters. He 

possessed a 1 the excellent r.uallties of hie parents 

in an enlnent degree. I s.eak not only of his 

outward appcaraRce, vl.lch like that of his brother 
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was remarkable i'or vxmly beauty, but of the much more 

valuable rmallties of hie noble mind. He porsersed 

a heart overflowing with love and charity, not alone 

for xiis family, friends fxnil dependfints, but for every 

human being who needed his asrlrtance. Child <: 

though .1 was at the time, I hope I may never forget 

the lessons instilled into my mind by this bapt -

most beloved of Fathers of s teadfast faith in our 

holy Catholic religion, md in the sirn of the cross 

In which he always glorified, of hi h principles of 

honour aecoiwpvMiied with charity and humility, as well 

as of his example of oodness to the surrounding poor. 

Well do I remember his turning and arran-ing in hie 

bed,Infected by fever, a poor ran, a stranger, str^ick 

down by hie death sickness, f;rr from his poor home, 

whilst those whom he ha-^ engaged and paid to jxttend 

the sick men could not apjiroach tl̂ e wretched bed on 

account of the bad odour. This is only a solitary 

instance of his- unwearying acts of charity. I need 

only say tliat his: nxx-.c is still held in remembrance 

by those unborn rUen he died from what their parents 
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told them of what he w a s . Altlioueh his property 

has long since passed into . ..};cr hiindB the rr.es:ory of 

hir -sod deeds Is still venerated, and resains fresh 

and green In tl eir "rateful hearts. He was not 

alone beloved of fi e poor - he was the idol of his 

far.-.ily and friends. The promoter of social 

intercourse, and the iover of field suorts, ever 

forward in the Hunt rnounted on his favorite horse 

"Sergeant". Many a --ay morning with a "southerly 

wind and a cloudy sicy ' he set off vd th his hounds and 

huntsman, Jvx.es Hlnnis, is pursuit of his favorite 

pastime with friends now lon<^ passed away. 

On Thursday -he fatal 3 6th December, 1813, he 

rode out in perfect heeath to visit his brother 

Edward at Newcastle tlireo r.lles distant from 

BallinaJcill, aliwJited from his horse at the stables, 

and whilst wnlkin alone to the hall door ot a sudden 

attack and died at the awe of 4 8 . .,e must hope 

that God in His Mercy djcl not taice liiir. unprepared. 

His last act was to ive all the monny he had about 

him (two or three i /.'ij xir.~s i to a poor woman he met 
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on the road. How he war lamented no words can 

describe. 1 r eak not of the sorrow of his 

bereaved and desolate family, but of that of the poor 

who idollued him. They would not let hie coffin 

be put into the hearse, bi t carried ther selves lii s 

precious rcraine r.ore thou four riles to the old 

churchyard of 'Ratbcore, saying if tliey had to cari'y 

him fifty r.iles they would not lot hli?: into a 

hearse. The lawn was covered w;ith poor creatures 

praying for his soil, who were inable from a*̂ -e or 

Infirrlty to follow; the i' ncrttl of thrir best 

friend now/ lost to them for ever. I have seen 

many a sorrowful si~ht but none equal to that of 

December lelS. t!ay ho rest in peace. R. I. P. 

He was married April 1.-th, 1790, to .'.ary, eld'^st 

daughter of Edmond and Magdalen B.,,rnc of Byrne's 

illll, Dublin. She was a rorrf.m of a most su erior 

and cultivated mind. She and her husband were 

most sincerely attached to each other, and lived 

together mort ha^jiily until his death, under '"hich 

sad blow reli -ion cu: resl'^nation to "od's holy 
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'Jill alone supported h e r . She had then to 

undertake an arduous task unas; ieted by him who had 

ever been her '"uide md loving helpmate. His 

siffairs were in a very em urrassed state, •.-hich, in 

addition to the care of tlx children, was no easy 

matter for a woman to manage. However, /SLni-hty 

Ood strengthened her In ener'-etic discharge of her 

duty, said she succeeded in crin-inm up txid educating 

her children, always preserving her 0"TI and their 

respectability whatever her own privations nleht b e . 

She died a most holy death, surrounded by every 

spiritual and tem.poral comfort, in her 90th year on 

iMonday, December luth, l a o 2 , forty-nine years, all 

to one day, after the death of her hi-snand with whom 

I confid-ntly trust she is now re-united never nor© 

to be separated, both, I hope, praying that thoir 

surviving children may, even at a distance, 

endeavour to ir.itfite the example l^ft to them, by 

such a father and such a mother. K . I. , 

She was buried in the same grave at Rathcore 

with the (lusbfaad to whose nc- ory fho -was ever so 



(9) 

devoted, and whose pruieee, even after such a 

length of years, wore hoard as hor body w-as laid 

near all that remained of h i s , showing that goodness 

and charity will survive our ashes. How she would 

have #xulted in those praises if she could have 

heard them. 

By their rarriaee there were nine children, 

three of wliorr. died in inffincy. A,t the time of my 

father's death there were six living - two sons and 

four daughters - the two yoim er of whom died at 

the Grove, C o , tleath; Ellen the youngest May 8th, 

1837, and kate the nort youngest October 26th, li '^n,-

both beloved end deeply regretted by their family, 

R . I. ?» Madeleine, tho older, is now living 

with her brother; Mary, the second, has been for 

many years a Hun at the Ursuline Convent, uterford, 

Edward, the elder son, was married to a young Danish 

lady, Eirma Frdlich, who was a person beloved by all -

who knew her f on, her great sweetness of character, 

united to ttrict Siulerence to duty, She died young 

July 24th, 1841, tifter a few dtsy s illness, beloved 
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and lanentod by all who know h e r . Her denl/h took 

place at Quebec, Canada, whore she was with her 

husband, I. ?. - She loft two children, ilary 

and Mina. The former lives with hor father, the 

latter is married to Leonard iorro-'h, and has three 

children, a son called Ccor'-'C Jsmcs Joseph born at 

Cologne, and a da-mhter born in T)I blin nueed E-ria 
Mary, and a second son, Edward Thomas Ryan, b o m in 

Dublin, This, darlin" c3.ald died of ieasles Runday, 

March 10th, 1817, a^ed three years and ten months, 

Thomas, tho second son, his mother's best loved child, 

is unearried. He resides in Caaada at 1 ntreal, 

where he has been elected Momber of the Legislative 

Council 'without one dissentient voice. 

Philip, the second son of Rclward and Catherine 

Ryan, possessed till the n ble waalltice ov his elder 

brother. His portrait well expresses the 

benevolence and sv;ectness of hie dis> osition. He 

had not iong passed the years of boyhood when he left 

his pareiite' ho-..,r:e to see.k his fortune iii Denmark, 
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where his riiother had an otirly fri^^nd and schoolfellow 

well married who wished to huve a t-on of her old 

playmate in the establishment of ] er husband, who had 

it in his power to forward his worldly interests, 

being himsolf o. v ealthy Merchant in Copcnhagan, His 

mother parted with hor favorite child •.•ith deep rrief, 

for as she always said he was like a daii'-hter to her, 

but she was a strong r inded woman who never took her 

o'.vn feelings into consideration when her son's 

advantage m e in question. He w e n t , regretted by 

all his friends. After some years he married a 

young Danish lady, da.mhter of Baron Fish, with whom 

he wot a large fortune. Some time after his 

marriage he went with a lar^e send valuable cargo to 

India accompanied by his w i f e . On their homeward 

voyage the ship in which they were took fire. 

Almost everything w^as destroyed, I have often in 

after years seen a valuable Indian shawl with his 

mother vvhich he saved by rolling It round hie body. 

They were obli-ed to put in rt the Cape of Good Hope, 

where they unexpectedly rr:et his brother, Bernard, then 

on his ivay to join his re-inent in India. Here their 
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fir?7t child, Catherine Annette, was "born and baptiaed. 

Her Uncle Bernard war her Cod-fat h o r . He had four 

children by this marriage - Cjithcrine, born at the 

Cap? of Good Hope, died whilst at school at Rew Tlall 

Convent, in ;.he year 1313, ..wed sixteen. Hir only 

fon died in hir irifancy at Co.[erihagan, "here he and 

the t?.'0 yoizn-er dsu -hterf vere bvrn. Their names 

were Sllen Maria, and Harriet " ilhelrnina. Havinor 

lort their rcother very younr, their father tent them 

to their Grsmci-mother in Ireland, v-here they were 

receive! b; h e r . ar well vs by every member of their 

father's faxlly, with the war meet love caid affection. 

Ellen Maria., who alone survived, was. larried at 

eighteen to Michael, son of M r . Kecgh of .ioiint Jerome, 

from which marria^-'e there were nine sons md one 

daughter, v.ho with four sons is living. John, the 

elder, resides in London, and is unmarried; .lichael, 

married to Jane Huwhes, has two daughters; George, 

m r r l c d to Teresa Carroll has three sons; Fhillp, 

married to ^izsle Gowgin, has one son. Mary, the 
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only daughter, married Thomas Fitzgerald; has two 

daughters tmc one ton, (All these children, Fvith the 

exception of George, are since dead, also Mary 

Fitzgerald's son and younger (Uxpghtor). Harriet 

'.vllhelrina died at Clifton, '".n^land, aged fourteen. 

Philip Ryan mtjcried secondly 111 ss Parrel!, born in 

Denmark, but of Irish origin. Ho rurvivod this 

marriage but a. very short time, and died in London, 

1809, aged about forty-three years. His daughter, 

fhilippa, who v/tts born after his death, married Ir. 

Schwarry, a Cferman, •••ho left her a nidov; with a son 

and daughter. The latter is dead; the former is 

in the Danish /rmy. .hillira resided In Copenha-an 

until her death. 

Patrick, the thirii oi th^ eleven brothers v a s , as 

all the others, b o m at the old ferrily residence of 

Biaiinakill. In fmot' er family lie would have been 

considered more than good looking. However, hie 

looks were not equal to tluit of many of his brothers. 
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althou-h "ho was of fins portly proportions. Proia 

early childhood ho evince6 a marked predilection for 

an ecclesiastical l i f e . His parents, not v-ishing 

to thwart hie ploue arv,iri;.tionc, sent him to "ome, 

where h e :ureuod his s t u d i e s , and was ordoinod criest 

under the fontificute of cius the oth. Arr.onsst the 

celebrated men with uhom he made acquaintance during 

hie eo3ourn at Rome was Cardinal Ghiararonto, 

afterwards fius the 7th. After his return to 

Ireland he was first appointed to a Curacy in the 

Parish of . t . ''ieholas, Ifibiln. Rubseqvently lie 

w a s made Parish Priest of Clontarf, where he von the 

esteem and respect of all his parishioners, both 

Catholic and -cTotostjint. Finally, he was named 

Co-Ad jut or to the Right R e v . 'h*. Caulficld, Bishop of 

Ferns, in (I tun fPLmost sure) the year l 3 0 4 - a , after 

whose death he e cceeded to the Bishopric. He made 

very great reformation in his Diocese, and gave 

universal edification by hir untiring zeal in all his 

dublos, ::md hy his Siiritea ana steady adherence to 

principle, find von the adiniratlon of those even ort 
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OTJCOsed io our Holy Fidth. When h.v first took up 

his residence at Ikmiscorthy party spirit W U B S O 

rampant that Priests passing through the streets, in 

discharge of como oi iliclr most sacred duties, v/cre 

frequently insulted. On the days appointed for 

Orange Meetings, etc, it was at the risk of life tjiat 

the Xriest could appear in ,uhlic. Hotwlthslanding 

this 'reivn of terror' this valiant soldier of Christ 

accompanied by only one friend (tnc person vfho related 

this a:ocdoto) ".ho war in fear of his life, oolrily 

entered the ulace of Meeting, and with unununled 

courage asked the assembled Orange men how they dared 

insult and evrsecute his Catholic -eople. He stood 

there in their midst to tell them there should be an 

end t such conduct, for he would not permit it; 

he would himeeli go to the Lord Lievtenant and have 

such measures tr..Len as v/ould show them they could no 

loTvoer act with impunity In such a w a y . The Grange 

men were thunder-struck, but could not refrain from 

applauding hie sianly courage and noble bearing. 

From that day ho was not only feared but res «cted by 

them, and in his ilocoee their i-ersocutio ceased. 
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Exhsi Fted by tho labours, temporal md. snlritual, 

particularly from the di ties of the confessional 

to which, v;hen at home, he usually devoted civ-ht 

hours daily, his fine constitution broke down. 

He at last became iaralysod; his mind failing under 

the stroke m^- account for viiat a false and fJiipant 

writer was leased to call obstinacy and eccentricity 

(Pitzpatrick In his life of "Dr. Doyle). Worn out 

by long illness, hv died at Enniscorthy, Uirch 9th, 

1819, a~ed firty, deeply regretted by his clergy and 

peojle. I remember well hearinf?- from an eye witness 

(one of his devoted and sorrowing people) a most 

picturesque description of his funeral procession as 

it wound a Ion- the banks of the Klaney.lr the midst 

of his people's -^rief, on its way to "exford where 

he is b.-ried. R. I. r . The Ri-ht R e v . Dr. Purlonv, 

present Bishop of Forns, rays his works and mood 

refrulatlons still survive liim. 

John, the fourth son, left Ireland when only 

fourteen years of me. Yet, merely boy as he then 
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w a s , he was well rerrembered by friends and followers 

of the family for .ary a Ion- year ar a model of 

youthful beaiity, raid ar alv/ays forcmort in /.thlctlc 

Sports and feats of activity. On leavinw hir home 

he immediately entered the Spanish Service. In a 

very few years he distinguished hlmse f in the Army 

of his adopted Country, as a fine disciplinarian, and 

a brave soldier; his manly fi^^ure and noble beauty 

won the admiration of all who saw him. He visited 

Alicante for a rief rxeriod on 'illtary affairs. 

Short as was his stay there, he captivated at first 

sight a lovely 7/ounrr SpEiniard, dav.ghter of Irish 

parents, and ivas himself equally captivated by this 

younpr lady. Dona .iarianne 1 h.elley. From this one 

interview a correspondence cor: enced and continued, 

without a-ain meetin;r until after their ratriage by 

proxy at the end of fourteen months. A more fond 

and devoted coufle there never w a s . Ihey lad three 

daughters, Mrry, Catherine md Helena. The two 

first died before the third -as b o m . ".liilst the 

youngest as still an infant Spain was over-x-un by 
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the horrors of '"ar. Before tho hloddy battle of 

Cornuca, in hich he and hir friend General Blake 

with their re;jirn©its were cngaeed, his wife and child 

with M r s . Blake and her children were put on board 

an Enelieh Man o' v.ar for safety. They could hear 

the din ;.md see the smoke from the battle-field, 

^ e r e they loicw that t'eir husbands, friends and 

country-men were fiehting. Still, they were obli-eed 

to sail for Snsland Imnorant of who survived the 

carnage, 0'Ryan's v.l fe nctec' as interpreter to M r s . 

Blske, rho could not speak a " ord of Enelish. On 

her arrival in -England rho vrrote to her husband's 

family in Ireland. His eldest brother, Thotnae, ever 

kind o.nd hospitable, oroto ir. reply that h"s heart 

and house wore o on to receive the wife and child of 

his brother. Thej arrived on a dark nimht in 

Febrisary at H o . 4 , Blacklmll : treet, the hotise in 

Dublin where old irs. Kyan resided. The stran ers 

were received with a warro welcome by thoir unknown 

relations, who were ; L L 1 charmed 'vlth the fasciriatinf-

Spaniard and her sweet little child only fourteen 
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months old. Kov; little the : cor yoimp- mother 

thought in the jo.v of that kintl recent ion in a 

strange land that she was soon destined as ain to drink 

the cxrr. oi sorrow. Before a month had insscd her 

darling child the comfort and ccmpanlon of her exile 

waB attacked bp scarlet Fever of which vlie died on 

PalD; funday. After this sad jcreavctrent she w?ent 

to BsClinakill, rhich was her home for nearly t?/o 

years. .hllst there she received a letter from the 

Spanish Amhassatjor in .tondon tellin-" of her hvsband 

being most dangerously wounded in battle by which his 

shoulder war partly shot away, hit height under 

i-'rovid' nee having preserved hir life, f.r in the lines 

behind him foiirteen men were Killed by the ball which 

struck him. After several weeks of anxious suspense, 

a letter arrived written with his left hand, •-iving 

all the details of his escape, of how he had been 

C£srried from the field of battle in a aggon l.uien 

with dead and dying, of all his sufferings from lock­

jaw and misery of every kind, but Divine rovidence, 

and iris fine co';rtitution brought him safely through 
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a l l , snd rhc had the eonrolation of his being disabled 

from actibc rervioe. He was soon after sirrointed 

Governor of Lugo. She then, with wratltude and Joy 

of };n&rt TT-lngled with re-ret, took leave of Jior Irifh 

friends end relatione, and set of: to rejoin her 

huebaud• Their letters on her arrival were full of 

joy and gladness, but alas! like all earthly 

hajpiness, it was to be of very short duration. The 

effect of his W'ound brought on inflarrJation; the 

jp-norant doctors wave him an overdose of laudanum 

froii. which his wife was rousinr him, but they stopped 

her remedies, after which he gradually sank. He 

expired 17th A> ̂ xxnt, 1 1 1 , not, how/ever, until he had 

received all the rites of the Cluirch with edifying 

piety, H , I. r, 

A Monument was erected by ;.he InhabitantB of Luf^o 

as a memorial of vratilude to birr, for the services ho 

had rendered to tlieir Country. 

Bernard, the fifth son, war born at Balllnakill. 

He w a s , I think, the favorite brother of my dear 
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father. He resembled hirr In clu'racter, fjid returned 

his love with equal warmth; his lif-l! -ranoifles 

verified the fair-ily Motto of 'Death before Dishonour''. 

Althou h I never saw hlTi; learned soon to love him 

from ell n.j fotjier used lo tell mo of him. Boon 

after reaching rrionhood, he entered the East India 

Company's S or vice, imd went throu''"]''. very revere duty 

dirinv the wars of that i-erlod, irarehin'-; for clays and " 

n 1 mh t B wl th n o r c:- f r e eh men t br.' t tho rai n , wh i eh 

providentl£d.ly fell in torrents. In addition ho had 

hard fighting. After a fe-f-; cai'8 lie married Jean, 

daughter of General Forbes, the v«.s of dark 

complexion, but m well e due ate d, emcl of such agree­

able manner, that the vlainness of her face v-as soon 

forgotten, Thqy had no children. Ilie trying 

climate end Mie herd duties of a so dler's life, in 

those clays, brouviit on an illncrs of which Iw died at 

Bengal, soon after his being raised to the rank of 

Major, He was belovc:- and rewretted by both men 

and Of fleers, H. I. P . 

J. mes, the utb con, also born at Ballin&kill, 
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being destined for Mercantile f-ar for some years in 

the Counting House of H m d a l lacDonnoll and Edward 

Byrne - then the first Mercantile house in Dubj.in. 

In rone few years, havin==' r.'.arried Catherine, second 

daughter of the late Hdr.ond Byrne of Jiyrne's Hill, 

and t irtcr to his. elder brother's wife, he commenced 

business on his o?7n accoisnt. For soi-e years he was 

most prosperous and lived in first rate style, but, 

unfortunately, he mixed too much in politics, w/hlch so 

occupied his mind and time, that business was 

neglected, and hlr affairs "-ot irreparably emb?-a*rassGd. 

He loft D;,blin, ho pin- to succeed in :roeuring some 

lucrative situation in London, but he was disappointed, 

for those who coutted him in prosperity thought very 

little of hdm or his claims on thern when fortune had 

deserted him a lesson to us rdl not to i n st mere 

worldly friendships. His w i f e , a woman of superior 

mind, was drvote.-ly vttached to him through all his 

vicissitudes. At lust, hor health failln , she went 

to the ror.th of France, hopln-''- that a more menial 

clime mi ht restore her rhattered jjealth, but she only 
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survived her most fati-uing journey to Toulouse a very 

fev weeks. There amiongi t vtranvorE in a foreign 

land she w^oulo hm e "boon most dcFOliite v/ere it not for 

the devoted kindnees of Chevalier liacCarthy, member of 

an ojicicnt Irish farrlly, reslde.-ts- in xouloure, who, 

although t'ereonFlly unknown to her, r.o sooner heard 

from the priest who attended her of an Irioh lady in 

a dyin- state, th.'ai he went constantly to visit and 

cheer her lonely hours with holy md soothing 

conversations, and when she diocl took he four 

children to hi s own Hotel •/.here he resided with hie 

aged Mother and two slsterg, e n d rver after he proved 

himself the be rt and kind-st of friends to those he 

first becai'.e aequainiecl vri th under £uch sad 

c ;rcur/stances. lie Is now, I tn;rt, enjoying the 

reward of his . ood and holy l i f e . 

To rotuin to the n,cc;oir of Jar.es and Catherine 

Ryan; she died ioa-vin- six children, four daiuvhterB 

and t o s o n s , Madeleine, the eldest, was beautiful 

in person, but far r.ore to in inlnd rnd character. 

She was. loved and admired by oil who knew h e r . She 
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died at a fri'-nd's houfe in the nei ̂ hboiirhood of 

Ibiblin, aged 2 6 , having ef.cnt several yeesre in Spain. 

Catherine Cecilia, the eecond davmhter, was most 

fascinating^ in monner thovimh not eniial in beauty to 

her older sister. She died in "liblin soon after 

ret limine from Spain. 

Ellen, the third end only siorvivor, lives in 

Dublin vl th her cousins. tkary, the fourth, died in 

Spain at im early me, Edward, tho eldest son, is. 

supposed to have died in Germany many years since. 

Edrr.ond, the second son, died at i t . Lucia, Test Indies, 

where ho held an appointment under Government. 

James (the father) died in London, December 16th, 

1845, after a tedious illness, during vdiich, strange 

to say, he was attended freqi-ently by a follower of 

the family, a Trs. Jones, who happened to be at the 

time in London, He was visited constantly by a 

prlert from whom he received all tlie rites of the 

Church. H . I. f. 

Mary Anne the first daughter died young. H. I. ?• 
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Edward, the e-ev̂ mitli son, was one of his mother's 

special favorites. He was hrou-iit up ar his eldest 

brother to a country life, and, li ce him, was always 

fond of field sports; ever forefr-ort in the Hunt; hie 

voice was ever clear and melodious heard far heyond 

the usual reach of the htiruai voice. He oossessed 

the beauty of his family in no small degree, as well 

as their ood an d benevolent die • osifclon. Hie 

manner .vae peculiarly popular both with rich and poor; 

no one more social and arr roe able at the head of his 

own table; he was a universal favorite. Early in 

life he married Abbie, daughter of the celebrated 

John feogh of Mount Jerome, a united Irishman, and a 

loading mcanber of the Catholic Association; a man of 

great ability, and from whom his randchlldren 

inT:erited the tsleiitr they ;oere;:sed. 2he, his 

daughter Abbie, was a devoted w i f e , and the most 

loving and affectionate of mothers.. Iho first 

years of hir rrarried life he resided at Corcoranstown, 

not far from his nyti'^'e home of Bal.linakill. He 

afterwards removed to lewcastlo, C o . ieath, wJ^ere hl.s 
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UnBle Janes had roinnerly resided. He had ten 

children; Mary, the oldest, died, vhen scarcely grown 

u p . John,the second, after oaesinp: sone years at 

Lisbon, went to Ruez, and finiilly Hong Hong, where 

he soon died from the ef feets of the ciiriate, and 

there is bi ried in the Catholic Ccrretery. Hitty, 

the third, is a Run at the Anmuetinlan Convent at 

Abbots!eigh, Devonshire. Elizabeth, the fourth, 

died 2u;•erior of t 'O Convent of Mercy, luam, which 

she had founded, and vhere she did lEsense o-ood, 

until worn out by anxious labour in the cause of the 

poor. She died to the vrlcf of all who knew h e r . 

Edward, the fifth, went to America when very yoixng, X: 

and bcco.Ke a lawyer. He married early in -i.lfe; his 

wife died leaving three children. He married a 

Eecond tins©, and eontirmed to live in the United 

States. Agnes, the sixth, resides in lublin. 

Tom, the seventh, is a Herchant in D i-blln. George, 

the eighth, a young n«an of "reat T o m i s e in the 

medical profession, died at Gslcutta in tlio house of 

the mort R e v . Dr. C .rev, Bishop of that Diocese, six 
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days after his ar rival tiiere. Ellen, the ninth, 

died whilst at school at & Convent at Avranches 

in France. Mary, the tenth, lives in Do blin. 

The latter days of Edward Ryan's life were passed in 

Dublin, -where he died having received all the rites 

of tho Church July the PRrd, 1847, aged 72 years. 

His wife survived him el-ht or nine years* R . 1. f. 

Ellen, the second da; c-hter, and ninth child, like 

her sister, was no great favorite with her mother, 

who was alwc^e mote partial to her sons. She w a s , 

however, oesessed of many rare and estiraable 

qualities, hi'^h principles, a?ad waru; afreet ion. 

She died before her mother at the a" e of forty-five, 

July 29th, 1826, at the Convent of Cabra where she 

had been residing for sore tl s © on account of her 

health. 

Richard, the 8th son, was like his brother Edward 

a s ecial favorite of his motliers v;hich muy be 

accoxinted for xrom their being the two whom she had 

along niirsed herself out of her thirteen children. 
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He returned his mother's love vdfh trae affection, 

and in aft or J.ife, vhen far awey from his native land, 

did ni.'t I'or-et his rrotler, lut n-lnistored to her 

comforte with a voneroslty rhich eld credit to his 

h e a r t . fthilst still a youth he went to Oarthamena 

in : i'-ain to his co-ufin, Robert Ryan, who was at the 

head of one of the first Mercantile houses of that 

City. He separated from his family with deep regret, 

particularly from his mother and oldest brother 

Thomas to -ton. he was most deeply attached. How 

much deeper woxxld have been his r^^^ret had he thought 

they were never amain to meet in this world. 

In Spain he mot his brother John whose marily beauty 

and noble bearing f;jir si;rpaesed any idea he could 

have formed of him, much as he had heard about him 

from those who knew him. After rcridinm for some 

few years at Carthagena he established himself at 

Alicante, vhere for years he lived rore like a ^rince 

than a more private gentlcrian. To do the Ryans 

justice there vae nothing of parsimony in tlieir 

nature. Tboy spent their rncney generously, although. 



unlortiinately foi- therselves , romctimos a little too 

profusely. At Alicante he i.-.-arrifed a rweet and 

Glegant youii- girl, Louisa Montgomery, a Spaniard by 

birth, but ox Irish origin, her parents being of old 

and respectable far.illee in the north of Ireland, 

after years of |.ros;>etity rad rcverser took i>l;?.ce in 

his affairs from failures and some un ortunate 

speculations arronest these cor. .ccted xrl th his 

Mercantile buslnes©. He left fnaln and for som« 

years resided in France. FinaLly, ho went as British 

Consul to Para iji Couth America. There, after a 

few jeixcr, he died in "chc year loLO, far away from all 

he lovod; hivS widow resides in Prance, beloved and 

respected not alone by t];e nur.erous members of her 

own family, but also by her husband's relatives in 

Ireland; they had no children. 

George, the ninth son, left Ireland when very 

yourii? to join his brother .hilip at that time well 

estab ished In Copenha -an, by whovr he was always 

treated as. a eon. Then dying he left him -. ardian 

to his diildren, jsid his o?m sixccessor In his 
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• w o a n t i l © House. Hir affairs rm grofit risks 

during the rar md l>oi»bardia«&t of Oopenhmen* 

However, after thJr he contimxeA to enjoy imln" errupt 

©d prosperity unsj 1 hi© death ttrlch occurred in 

the above naired City 1)eoember -th, 1 0 6 1 . He wee 

tho last survivor of the clever brothers; lie r art ook 

of many of the noble fnialitles of hlr brother®. 

He ear a kind brother, devoted eon, end generou© 

friend; he ha.a irberitel ir o hl-h logrec the 

attractive quslltie® which made hlr brothers r-o 

beloved; hi? generosity war url '-d to r-mdence, 

which, in many i n r t s n c e e , thcirr war n o t . He died, 

beloved and reeoectef, leavin'* large fortunes to his 

two ."-rand-deoa^hterr. Catherine and Ceorflna Dyan, 

the children of hir dece&.rcfi s o n , Charlof' ' yan, and 

hi p wife, Harriet "-ithusen, a Danish l a u y . 

JiliitUB,the 10th son, died at the age of 1 7 , 

hsvlng been filwayr delicate; be rm of e rort rwoct 

innocent die orition, boioved . 1 1 hir family, but 

an erpeclal favorite with hie el cleat brother, whoia 
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he in return worehin ed vith tho m.opt devotod love. 

He alone of nj.1 the hrotlere died in hir native home 

of Ballinakill; hir death like his life war holy and 

innocent; hie dyin'^ bed was rurrounded by hir loving 

friends and devoted Conferror, Father wlurphy. 

May he rert in p^^ace. Aren. 

Joseph, the 11th ron, t'orn, like all his 

brothers, at Bolllnaiclll, Ir rtill rerDoribered like 

hie elder Oi Otl er (whom he resembled in uindneer. and 

generosity) with fond affection not slone by his 

relatione, bat by 1.e poer to whom hir heart and 

tend were ever open. He war alwayr of a may and 

happy diPporltlon; the Idol of young people and 

children, hen young he laced in his brother 

Jox.es'r Counting House in TXibiin, but was not 'oy this 

shut out from country sports, ar at Balllnakill he 

was always a velconie guest, and could there enjoy, 

'-'ven for a few days, the r ortr of t];c field, of 

which he war always fond, then hir bx-other Jarrec's 

establishment w;aB broken un he went to London, where 

after a short time he rroccoded to rf>uln - first to 



Alicante, where hir brother Hichard lived, thence 

to Barcelona, which war hie place of residence for 

many years, and there he war a tmiverral ft-vovite with 

both Spaniards and French. Ills entertainments were 

always considered the gay est and most agreeable of 

that goy City - at that ti e he had hir nieces, the 

diiughters of his brother Jarxes, residing with him, 

whldi added not a little to the many attractions rf 

his hoiire. However, after some time a change took 

place In his affairs, cr In the case of so many 

others of hit farrily. After some fe"; years of 

anxiety find trov.ble looked bri-ht again. On 

September 7th, 1031, ho unexpectedly arrived in 

Dublin at the house of his elder brother's widow. 

To describe tlie Joy with vhioh he was received would 

be impossible. All far? in him the resemb:ar.ce to 

that beloved brother, not wlonc in look said manner, 

but in "oodners and benevolence of heart. His 

intention on comdnw to Ir- land VI&B to remain bxxt for 

a short t ime • Circu. stances, however, si tered h*s 

plans, so for the remaining years of hif life Ireland 



(33) 

was his home. The last fourteen years ho refolded 

with his brother Thomas Ryan's widow, her tliree 

daughters, cxid Irhe only rurvlvina dau-rhter of his 

brother domes at the Grove House, C o . Meeth. 

It was a gay and happy day. Way 4th, 1834, that 

they took up their rseiuonce in that brl~ht abode, 

looking fresh and iovelj/ in the first bloom of early 

niimrer. Little dia Ihey think hurinu that gay snd 

happy season hor; Ion- they were to re IT a in there (it 

hsTluv been ori-inolly tacen only for one year) or 

of the vuriou.c Scenor of joy and sorrow they were 

destined to pees, through cm ri ng their sojourn - such 

htppy meet Inge! some for the first time, others after 

years of seicaration. fhi.it sorrowful partings! That gay 

weddings and christenings! and what awful and v.nexpect 

deaths. Hon these fields end urovee leave 

re-echoed to the sou ;d of the R; ntor's horn, 

as the lawn was stuLcod over vdth fl-G bria/it 

uniforr.. of t };© horse.-.en, whilst the hospitable 

host, nounted on h.'i: favorite iiunter, the then 

celebrated "Blundex", or un hie gallant --"rey. 
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twlth his joyoixs countenawoe a d d e d fi-esh gaiety to 

the rcene when he appeared, then the lunches 

which followed those hunts, vdth no?.- and then some 

break neck accident to vary the fccne and add to 

the exc 11eroont, ;-art icu 1 ar 1 y vih en th c ujilucky 

rider v/as carried into the house, in EOinetiir.eE an 

apparently dying etate, then the confurion riinnlng 

for brandy and a: 1 rortr of rtlmulnntF, plairters, 

bsncagoe, etc; all, all have pat eed away li.Pe a 

dream, end ho, who wan the life m d trover of sll, 

has par. cd away too! but hir ricmorj- If rtill green 

end frerh in the heartr. of the rur,'oundIn^ poor 

to whom he "ar over a charltfible beir fac;tor and 

kind errployer, ar well ar in there of hlr relatives 

and friends, by whom he rrr devotedly loved durln.'" 

life, and by whom he vd 11 ever b'-- fondly re;;embered. 

In the snnarcr of 49 hir h alth, which i.;ntil 

then had oLwayr been mprt robnrt, mort unexpectedly 

began to decline; aft er .great 

patiently borne he died October 27th, 1649, fitter 

having received all the rites of the church, oned 
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C 4 . From hlv appearance no one would have taken 

hir; for aioro then 5 0 . He died deeply snd 

sincerely re-retted hy ill - rich and ]:oor - who 

loved and B.oumed him as their friend and 

benefactor. May he rest In peace! 

These brotherr have all ps.tfcd oway ar we too 

thall uaec away, a n d be forgotten ar a dream. 

M/y we have ar bri--lit a ri/emory behind n r , and 

;:o dernrve to meet thein in a hap ay Eternity. 
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Since writing the foregoing ; agee death hae 

been busy amongst U P , whilpt I, 'be oldept of 

those descended from t he eleven bro there, am still 

left to record the sad remembrance of thofo I loved. 

Sllen M.-ria, last purviving child of Ihillp Ryan, 

and 7d f 0 of dchael Reogh, the friend and .oluy-

fellow of happy childhood, ry rchool eor.iptnior, and 

one fvith whom T war eiorely arrociated In after life, 

lied March 6tb, 1856, amed 65, at hor hurband's 

re€• id-"nee i-e;.broke Road, after a long and .painful 

iliners, borne \'lth the mort p;atient rcrlgnation, 

after having received ail the rites of the chv?rch. 

Her hueband, to whom rhc had been married 47 years, 

and who was unchangeably devoted to her, survived 

her little more thim one year. His death took 

place on July hi id, 1867, after reo oJvl n.g all the 

rltcr of the church, at Glencourt, C o . "icklow, 

where he lived with his reus, John and George, and 

the latter'e wife and children. a. I. ?• 

My dear brother Edward, the eldest son of 
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TliomaB fiyan, the fir ft of the eleven brothers, 

died r-t 60, upper Gfirdiiaer Street, Jiily 13th, IBGG, 

aged 65, having parsed through a ion- and most 

trying ilinoss of three or four years, during which 

time he bore hit? revere pv f for Inge with truly 

edifying patience and re rî -'net ion to God's Holy 

r i l l . He was attended oil through by one or other 

of the Jesuit Father8 - Members of whoso Society 

had been the inrtructorf of his youthful days. 

His death r̂-ae most calm and peaceful, after having 

received all I 're rites of the chu/rch. He survived 

his cousin, Rllen Maria Koogh (vhoee lover he was 

in boyhood) little more than three months. 

When unable to see each other, they vsrote to take 

leave of one another from their tick beds. Before 

this I trust thej' have happily m e t , never more to 

eei/arate. P.. I. P . 

Ellen, tho last sui-viving child of Jsr.os Pyan, 

w h o , from her health tmd active oner -y ox mind and 

body, ap)peared likely to live to extreme Did age. 
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got m attack of FhcuKatlfrm, vbrich ult ir. ;:tc3 y rent 

to her heart and cunced her death after great 

m f f e r i n g , Bhe died, havine- r-^celvect rdl the 

rites of the church, on Oimday rorning, July I9th, 

IDiO, on the Feapt of Ot» Vincent do Paul, having 

been o.n active member of his . eel ety of Charity. 

Bhe had a great devotion to him, and warmly 

participated In hlr love for the poor, by whom rhe 

wac deeply lamented. She 'war in her Girt year. 


